            
                                      
Richmond Community School’s Master Planning Process

Attendance Areas
Q.
Why did RCS need to go through a Master Plan Process?

A.
A state-wide budget reduction for public education in January of 2010 led to a deficit spending occurrence 
that year in the Richmond Community Schools of $1,757,000.  Reductions in expenditures that year and 
permanent reductions for subsequent years led to a balanced budget in 2011.
School Year 2011-12 saw 78 fewer students enroll than in the previous year which will lead to a projected 
decrease in funding of $653,000 for 2012.  In addition, two major grants that support our students’ 
learning, totaling more than $2.3 million are scheduled to end in 2012.
Q.
How will the implementation of the Master Plan affect my child’s learning?
A.
The adoption of this Plan will enhance the educational opportunities for your child.  
· Increases opportunity for  teacher collaboration (more class sections in the buildings)

· Creates less frequent transitions among grades and buildings

· Preserves Student Support programs

· Preserves creative arts and extracurricular activities for all students

· Enhances enrichment opportunities

Q.
When will this plan be put into action?

A.
The plan will be implemented during the 2012-2013 School Year

Q.
Which school building will my student be assigned to for the 2012-2013 School Year?

A.
The School Board has been reviewing several options for school attendance areas/boundaries.  Until the 

School Board makes a final decision, we will not know the assignment of our students.  Once a decision is made, we will promote the new attendance areas to the community.
Q.
How will I be informed if my student will be assigned to a new school building?

A.
Parent’s will be mailed a letter of information and then a follow up will occur during the Parent-Teacher 
Conferences the week of March 19th.  

Q.
Where will the students at Garrison, C.R.  Richardson and Highland go to school next year?

A.
The Plan must be adopted by the School Board before finalizing this answer.  In most cases the following will occur:

· Garrison students will go to Charles  and/or Westview Elementary
· C.R. Richardson students will go to Vaile and/or Elizabeth Starr Academy

· Highland students will go to Crestdale and/or Fairview Elementary

Q.
How will 5th grade students interact with 8th graders in the Intermediate Buildings? 
A.
If it is decided that 5-8 should be at Dennis and Test, each grade would have unique programming related to their respected grade levels.    The plan is that  fifth and sixth grade teachers will loop with their students in a elementary-style classroom.  The key will be thoughtful attention and planning to create unique programming for the appropriate age level. 
Q.
Will my 5th/6th grader ride the bus with 7th/8th  graders?
A.
TheAdministration  is still reviewing all possible scenarios.  Most likely, we will have 5th to 8th grade on the same tranportation route.
Q.
Will there be a separate start and end time for the 5th and 6th graders.

A.
All scenarios for start and end time for all grades is still being reviewed.  

Q.
What is the research that supports the grades five through eight configuration?  Only a few years ago Richmond Community Schools was not willing to move sixth grade to middle school.  Why the willingness now?
A.
To address the first question, one must turn to the research in this area of education?  To date no research exists that establishes a cause-effect relationship between student achievement and grade level configuration.  In studies release by Hanover Research in 2010 and 2011, the common conclusion was that effective teachers and curriculum explain more in determining the quality of mid-level education than grade configuration.


The National Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform in a Policy Statement on Grade Configuration in 2008, listed seven components of a quality middle-grade education.  The statement,however, said that grade configuration as a solution “may not achieve the intended results.”
Q.
Will Exceptional Education Program students at the Hibberd site have the same opportunities to participate in creative arts and other extracurricular activities.
A.
Early College Prepartory Academy, Logo and Life Skiil Programm students that are in 5th to 8th grade will be located at Hibberd.  Students will be able to participate in extracurricular activities at Test and Dennis.  Creative Arts will be offered to students at the Hibberd site.

Q.
What is the expectation of the public to respond to the recommendations?
A.
You can share your feedback with the school board members.  Simply fill out the form on the front page of the website.  Please be aware that due to high volume, we may not be able to respond to every comment.  
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